[The influence of small regulatory RNAs on the viral infection--new strategies in HCV therapy].
The discovery of the RNAi phenomenon drastically changed our thinking about the mechanisms affecting the expression of genetic information. It demonstrated that not only proteins but also small regulatory RNAs (srRNAs) are the key players in this process. In addition, it was shown that srRNAs can influence viral infections. They are able to mediate viral RNA degradation or to inhibit viral RNA replication and translation. The collected data suggest that srRNAs will soon become an important tool in our struggle with viruses.